FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB OF BALLARAT 


EXCURSION / NEWS 


NOVEMBER, 1980 


Meeting . 7th November -‘at Creswick School of Forestry - Laboratory 
Study. 

Meeting , 5th December — "Birds and Photography" ~ Mr. P, & V. 

é Klapste, 
Excursion SUNDAY 9th November ~ Full Day = Clunes Swamps, 

; Pell Gully - Leader Mr. G, Binns. 
Excursion SATURDAY 15th November - Yale Day - Mt. Doran - 

Leader - Mrs. M. Rotheran. 
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VicesPrasident: Or, F, HARRAP Phone 301451 
Secretory: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210_ 
Treasurer; Mr. S, REYNOLDS. Phone 327721 
Editors Mr. J. NETMERWAY. Phone 327294 


Meetings, as tpecified, ara held tn the Administrat- 
ion Building of the Scheel of Mines and Industries, 
Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 

CROCKERS, Err, STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

BALLARAT. AT 9.3G am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS. 
OR AT 3.30 pm FOR HALF DAY, 


i 
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CAMP-—OUT AND EXCURSION 


Cur camp-out advertised for November has been postponed until 
December. The venue is to be decided at our November 7th meeting 
as well as a venue for our half-day excursion on December 7th. 
Suggestions have included Lerderberg, Linton, Blackwood, and 
Tullaroop Reservoir. 


Suggestions are invited for next year's SYLLABUS ITEMS and 
EXCURSIONS. Your committee will appreciate your suggestions, 
preferences for full or half-day excursions, possible speakers - 
etc. Please hand these in at this meeting or the next. 


NOMINATIONS for OFFICE BEARERS for 1980-81 must be handed in no 
later than the meeting on February 6th, 1981. The Committee 
consists of 10 members, including President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 


CLUNES SWAMPS — FELLS GULLY EXCURSION - NOVEMBER 9TH 


Normal morning departure — 9.30 a.m. from Crockers for those 

wishing to visit the Swamps area. If you wish to examine nesting 
activity, be brave and bring a change of old shoes and old pants 

(or shorts), a stout walking stick for support, and an old towell!! © 
It is quite bearable, and good fun. 


Afternoon meeting place at Clunes Post Office, at 2 P.M., for the 


move to Fells Gully bushland, F 
= Greg Binns. 


VISIT BY 8.0.C. MEMBERS — HELP WANTED: 


News is that Bird Observers Club members are to visit the Clunes, 
Beckworth area, on excursion, on Saturday November 22nd. If any of 
our members would like to join in and assist as guides, the’ tentative 
meeting time is 10.30 a.m. at Clunes P.O. on that day, or contact 
Wally Coles or Greg Binns in the meantime. 


BROLGA NESTING SITES 

Mr. Don White, Senior Wildlife Management Officer at the Research 
Station, Serendip, Lara, is researching the nesting sites of 
Brolgas throughout Victoria. Mr. White would be pleased to hear of 
any Brolga nesting sites observed during the last 16 years on 
private or public land. Please let him know. 
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NOTES FROM MR. DAVID CROSBIE'S LECTURE 


TO BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB, ON FRIDAY 3RD OCTOBER 
ON "BUTTERFLIES" 


Of the 100 people actively collecting butterflies in Australia all 
- but 10 are amateurs. Just the same the approach is very scientific 
and dependent on the enthusiasm and expertise of these collectors. 
The centrepiece for al] Australian study is Dr. Waterhouse's 
collection which he has bequeathed to the Sydney University. 
C.S.1.R.0O. Canberra also has a butterfly collection of some repute 
with donations from many private collectors. ; 


For Mr. David Crosbie, who is one of these amateur collectors, it 
has been a life-time of interest and fascination beginning, as e 
young boy, catching cabbage moths with a tennis racquet. 


Unfortunately little is known about the part butterflies play in 
the ecological system. It is certain that conservation of habitat 
is as ‘important for the survival of these insects as it is for any 
other species. The problem is not man collecting butterflies, but 
insufficient awareness that the habitat must be preserved. 


Two excellent references for further knowledge are : 


"Butterflies in Australia" -— I.F.B. Common & Dr. Waterhouse 
(Angus & Robertson). 
Sulu eee in South Australia” -— R.H. Fisher 
(Sth, Aust. Govt. Printer). 


In furthering one's knowledge about butterflies, it is necessary to 
be familiar with the form stages in the life cycle. At present 
very little study is being conducted on the egg cycle. This could 
become an excellent medium for better and detailed information. 


Each stage in the life cycle is vulnerable to predators; butterflies 
’ especially to birds as the former are slow fliers. Some species 
are poisonous; other stages in the life cycle are well camouflaged. 


There are significant structural differences between butterflies and 
moths yet less is known about the 3,000 species of moths than the 
400 butterflies in Australia. Some differences are that moths have 
body hair and so retain their body heat. Butterflies need an air 
temperature greater than 20°C for flying. There are also many 
variations in the gene pool for butterflies have few chromosomes. 
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There is a rare gynandromorph which is bi-sexual but sterile. Other 


differences can be caused by individuai, sexual, seasonal or 
geographical variations. 
Evidence shows that butterflies erate in U.S.A., but it is doubtful 
whether this takes place in Australia — perhaps from north to south 
which may be affected by the food supply. 


there are many aspects about the 


As has already been mentioned, 
One cause 


metamorphasis of the butterfly that have insufficient data. 
for debate is whether the colouring of a butterfly comes from its 
structure or whether it is a pigment build-up from the colouring 
in the food chain, 


To gain more knowledge collectors find larvae to breed and so they 
can study the eventual emerging butterfly. The final stage lasts no 
longer than six weeks and during that time the insect does not eat; 
occasionally it sucks nectar or moisture from flowers. 


Mr. Crosbie gave a very detailed account of his life interest. He 
had a sample of a variety of butterflies to explain his points and .. 
showed slides to further our interest and understanding. 


Mr, Harvey Hooper gave a vote of thanks. Manronicine 


CHECKLIST OF VICTORIAN FLORA 


If you wish to know which district a certain plant can be found in 
Victoria then "The Victorian Vascular Plant Checklists" by Cliff 
Beauglehole will tell you. This book was launched by Ted Errey at 


the Annual Meeting of the W.V.F.N.C.A. 

The first checklist of Victorian Flora was provided by Ferdinand 

von Mueller in 1882. Since then other checklists have been published. 
This latest checklist contains :—- 


1. Lists for the 13 LCC Study Areas with plant families listed 
alphabetically within the four plant orders - ferns, conifers, 
monocotyledons and dicotyledons with common names; 2. Lists for 
the 24 major grids with alphabetical listing of genera and species; 
3. Current Generic.Names; 4. Current Family Nemes; 5. A map 
showing the LCC Victorian Study Areas with major and minor grids. 


There are — 182 Families listed (155 Native, 96 Alien); 959 Genera _ 
listed (648 Native, 416 Alien); 3542 Species listed (2704 Native, 


833 Alien). 
This book is available from the Secretary. $5.00 per copy. 
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EXCURSIONS AT MARYBOROUGH 


As field naturalists the weather does play a large part in our 
enjoyment of our observations. With a variety of wet weather gear 
members of various Clubs were seen trying to get a glimpse of a bird 
catching a meal in the drizzle; down on hands and knees 

endeavouring to get the scent of a flower or carefully opening a 

sun orchid but to assist in identification. The Maryborough 

district is renowned for its floristic displays and it was 
disappointing, particularly for the Maryborough Club, that conditions 
were not conducive to the sun orchids being seen in all their 

Despite this the bushland was very colourful with yellow 
guinea flowers and podolepis; blue squills, digger speedwell and 
flax lilies and unopened sun orchids, mauve chocolate lilies, mint 
bush and twining fringe lilies, white and pink wax flowers and fringe 
myrtle, red and salmon sun orchids and many others, all contrasting 
with the dark bark or the red iron bark and other Eucalypts. 


splendour. 


Birds seen and heard during the week-end included Rufous Songlark, 
Grey Shrike Thrush, Pallid Cuckoo, Eastern Shrike Tit, Crested 
Bellbird, Yellow Tufted and Fuscous Honeyeaters, Suse Pardalote, 
and White Throated Tree Creeper. 

A visit was made to the Big Quartz Reef near Amhurst. The rain 
brought the week-end to a close after inspecting this Reef. 


Maryborough members had thought of everything for our comfort, even 
down to the warning us of the "red button" for danger and disaster: 


Twelve members from Ballarat attended this week-end. The next 


W.V.F.N.C.A. camp-out is to be at Castlemaine during the March 


Labour Day week-end. This is to be a combined meeting of the 


“W.V.F.N.C.A. and V.F.N.C.A. See you there. The proposed programme 


is printed on P.6 of this news~sheet. 
H,. Burgess. 


WESTERN VICTORIAN F.N.C. ASSOCIATION 


Annual Meeting and Campout, Maryborough, October 11,12 


Hosted by the Maryborough Club, the annual meeting weekend was well 
attended and gave every indication that the Association continues to 


be a viable and active organization. 
The "Ballarat" Executive of the past two years (Greg Binns and 


Margaret Rotheram) Completed their term of office and the meeting 
elected Messrs. Dale Nichols of Maryborough as President, and Ern 


Perkins of Castlemaine as Hon. Secretary/Treasurer. 
De 


During the meeting on Saturday evening Mr. Ted Errey of the Geelong 
Club capable launched the recently published volume "Victorian 
Vascular Plant Checklists" by A. Cliff Beauglehole. This covers all 
thirteen study areas of Victoria and is a very useful guide and 
reference text. 


The assembled group then enjoyed an informative commentary on a 
selection of high quality slides on native topics by Mr. Alan Hartup. 


G. Binns. 


W.V.f.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT AT CASTLEMAINE 


on the 
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND MARCH 7-9, 1981 


will feature the launching of Mr. C. Beauglehole's "The Distribution 
of Vascular Plants of the Alpine Area, Victoria". 


All excursions will be half-day, starting at 9.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. 
each day. 


Further details to be published later are available from H. Burgess. 


OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING - W.V.F.N.C.oA. — MARYBOROUGH 


At the October General Meeting of the W.V.F.N.C.A., held at Mary— 
borough, on Saturday 11.10.80, a number of items of interest were 
discussed. 


Finances of the Beauglehole Publishing fund have remained very 
healthy and the meeting suggested that the trustees contribute 
$2000 toward the Publication of the Alpine Study by Mr. Beauglehole. 
The Utah company has financed Mr. Beauglehole to the amount of 
$19000 toward this project. 


McCann Tours have been heartily received by our members, and the 
Northern Australian tour fox'next year is almost booked out already. 
There are, however, seats left on the Lamington Park tour. | 


Discussion followed regarding the possible threat to Long-Billed 
Corellas and Sulphur Crested Cockatoos as thought is being given to 
an open season on’these species in an effort to reduce the 
populations in farming regions. While member clubs recognized the 
problem created by the present populations, a wholesale open season 
was opposed because of the possible number of shooters both 
responsible and irresponsible who could become involved. Geelong 
suggested that more study was required into populations and feeding 
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habits before any change was made.to existing laws, The mieeting 
favoured an extension to the present Dial a Permit for affected 
property owners only. 


Correspondence was received from the owner of the Princetown Swamp 
who wishes to have it made into a Wildfowl Sanctuary. She has been 
negotiating with the Fisheries and Wildlife Dept. who will only take 
it over as a game reserve for seasonal shooting. The meeting 
decided to support the owner in her aims and is to advise her of 
possible alternative controlling bodies. The executive was given 
the power to act in support of the owner if requested to do so. 


Finally, our own members Greg Binns and Margaret Rotheram completed 
their terms of office as President and Secretary/Treasurer of the 
W.¥.F.N.C.A. Our sincere thanks and best wishes go with Greg and 
Margaret who have unselfishly and competently performed these vital 
functions, and in doing so, have managed to maintain the W.V.F.N.C.A. 
in a viable and healthy condition. 

: Rob. Borch. 


BULN GHERIN EXCURSION — SUNDAY OCTOBER 5TH. 


- A large group of us met Ivan Tiley, our leader, and Laurie and Betty 

Millar at the bandstand at Beaufort on an overcast morning. We ~ 
journeyed south towards Stockyard Hill to visit bushland on private 
property just south of Beaufort. Two notable sightings were made — 
a pair of Powerful Owls perched within half a metre of each other on 
the one branch, and the Little Cuckoo Shrike, rare for this area, 
nesting. 


The bird list included Pardalotes, Lorikeets, Olive-backed Oriole 
and nest, Brown Thornbill and nest with four eggs, White-browed 
Woodswallow, White-browed Scrub Wren, Grey Thrush, Pallid Cuckoo, 
Fuscous Honeyeater and nest, Crimson Rosella, Blue Wren's nest” 
which had been destroyed by a predator and seen to have been closely 
lined with feathers from the powerful owl (Greg Binns selected one 
of these to decorate his hat), castern rosella, red-rumped parrot, 
galah, sulphur-crested cockatoo and others; White browed Treé- 
creeper, Willie Wagtail and nest, Dusky Wood Swallow, Yellow Robin, 
Restless Fly Catcher, Rufous: Whistler, Grey Fantail. 


The plant-list included Twining Fringe Lily (Thysanotus patersonii), 
Wax-lip orchid (Glossodia major), Musky Caledenia (C. Augustata), 
Tall Greenhood (Ptenostylis longifolia), Yam Daisy (Microseris 
scapigera), Early Nancy (Anguillaria dioica), Tall Sundew 
(Droseraccae auriculata), Pink Bells (Tetratheca ciliata), Bulbine 
Lily (B. bulbosa), Common Correa (Correa reflexa), Common Beard 
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Heath (Leucopogon virgatus). 


Ininch was concluded hastily as the rain COREE and we moved on to 
Bu n Gherin (aboriginal for "black cockatoos", Langi Ghiran meaning 

"mony cockatoos"). Grazing in a paddock were 30 Mountain Duck, and 
on the swamp were Little Pied Cormorant, Black=headed Stilt, White ' 
Ibis and Grey Teal. 


At the entrance to the residence was a fine stand of Spotted Gum, 
and the garden was full of interest with many native and exotic 
By By now it. was raining continuously, as we saw both the 
Tawny Frogmouth and Black~faced Cuckoo Shrike on the nest. Before 
leaving, many of us took the opportunity to purchase several native 
plants from Ivan, a keen propagator of these plants. 


Cur thanks to Ivan Tiley, and also Betty ond Laurie Millar for a 


most interesting day. Te Netherway 
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DISTINGUISHING THE BRONZE —CUCKOOS IN TEE FIELD 

Those small Cuckoos are - calling ing throughout the district at this 
time of the year and this item by Grahame Chapman in the "Atlas 
Newsletter, June 1980" should be helpful to observers. 

Many people are having difficulty in separating the Rufous~tailed 
(Horsfield's}) Bronze cuckoo from the Golden (Shining) Bronze cuckoo. 

First, as Dr. Serventy clearly states in "birds of Western 
Adeucaian "the two species can be readily seperated by their call 
notes", Apart from a few of the less frequently heard, rather 
excited mating calls, the main loud advertizing calls, usually 
given from ae eaeee point, are quite distinct. 

Rufousetailed Bronze +: a “Wipn-pitohed {heyond the whistling ability 
of most humans), rather slow (about 3 calls per 5 sees.) repeated 
whistle descending the seale nearly an octave. TWiewww-fiewww- 
fiewww-fiowre. 

Goiden Bronze: The "whistling a deg"call -easily imitated by some 

people -a repeated ascending twee~twoe-twee-twee, faster than the 
Rufous-tailed (5-6 calls in 5 secs.} sometimes followed by a single 
or several staccato dascending notes. 

fhe Rufous-tailed Bronze shows a rich rufous basal half of the tail 
(nearest the body) Zor all ages. Adults have a dark mark through the 
eye, Mantle is a dull Bronze Green. 

Golden Bronze adults have a brilliant irridescent green back and 
wings contrasting with purplish bronze crown and nape. 

The Golden Bronze is predominantly a forest and woodland specica 
while the Rufous telled species prefer flat open heathlands. 
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